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The opposition is spreading the misconception that this bill is
an interference in the religious activities of Muslims and the

property donated by them

The opposition is trying to build its vote bank by scaring the
minority community

The government does not want to interfere in the religious
activities of Muslim brothers and the trusts associated with

their donations, i.e. Waqf

Mutawali, Waqif, Waqf will all be Muslims, but it will
definitely have to be seen whether the property of Waqf is

being maintained properly or not

No non-Islamic member will get a place in the Waqf Board’s
work related to religious donations

Work of non-Muslim members, appointed in the Waqf Board
or its premises, will not be related to religious activities
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A person of any religion can become the Charity
Commissioner, he will ensure that the board is run according
to charity law, this is the administrative work, not religious

The work of Waqf Board should be to catch and throw out
those who sell Waqf properties

The opposition wants the collusion that was going on in their
rule to continue, but this will not happen now

Had the Waqf law not been amended in 2013, there would
have been no need to bring this bill

In 2013, Waqf law was made extreme overnight for
appeasement, due to which 123 VVIP properties of Lutyens

zone in Delhi were given to Waqf

Narendra Modi government runs on a very clear principle
that we will not bring any law for vote bank because law is for

justice and welfare of people

Everyone has the right to follow their religion, but conversion
cannot be done for greed, temptation and fear

The amendment bill brought in 2013 was discussed for a total
of 5 and a half hours in both the houses, while this bill is being

discussed for 16 hours in both the houses

We formed a joint committee, 38 meetings were held, 113
hours of discussion took place and 284 stakeholders were

included and about one crore online suggestions came from all
over the country from all these and after analyzing all these,

this law was made and it cannot be rejected like this

This is the law of the Government of India which is binding on
everyone and everyone will have to accept it
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From 1913 to 2013, the total land of the Waqf Board was 18
lakh acres, in which from 2013 to 2025, a new 21 lakh acres of

land was added

There were 20 thousand properties given on lease, but
according to the records, these properties became zero in

2025, these properties were sold

This bill will provide protection to the land, someone's land
will not become Waqf by mere declaration

Donation can be made only of one's own property, hence Waqf
will not be able to take personal property without ownership

The right to declare Waqf property has been abolished and
now this will have to be certified by the district collector

Shri Amit Shah stressed that it has become a fashion to create
fear among the people of the minority community

Even during Ram Janmabhoomi, Triple Talaq and CAA,
efforts were made to create fear among the people of the

Muslim community, but the Muslim community also knows
that there is nothing to fear

It has been two years, no one has lost citizenship due to CAA,
if anyone has lost citizenship due to CAA, then the opposition

should put this information on the table of the House

It is the resolve of the Modi government that no citizen of this
country, irrespective of his religion, will be harmed

Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation Shri Amit Shah today participated in
the discussion in the Lok Sabha on the Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2025 and the Mussalman
Wakf (Repeal) Bill, 2024.
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Participating in the discussion, Shri Amit Shah said that Waqf is an Arabic word, and its
history is linked to the Hadiths. The way it is used today refers to a donation of property in
the name of Allah or a donation of property for sacred religious purposes. He mentioned
that the contemporary meaning of Waqf came into existence during the time of the second
caliph of Islam, Hazrat Umar. In today's language, Waqf is a type of Charitable
Endowment, where a person donates property for religious or social welfare. He clarified
that such donations can only be of private property, and government property or someone
else’s property cannot be donated.

Union Home Minister said that no non-Islamic member will be included in religious
charity-related activities in the Waqf Board. He emphasized that there is no provision for
involving non-Muslims in the administration of religious institutions, and they do not wish
to create such provisions. Shri Shah further mentioned that the opposition is spreading
misconceptions, claiming that this Bill is being introduced to interfere with the religious
activities of Muslims and the properties they have donated. He asserted that the opposition
is trying to create fear among the minority community to build its vote bank.

Union Home Minister said that any non-Muslim members appointed in the Waqf Board or
its premises will not be involved in religious activities. Their role will be solely to ensure
that the administration of charity-related matters is being conducted in accordance with the
regulations. He said that Waqf in India functions like a trust, where there are trustees and a
managing trustee. In Waqf, there are Waqif (donor) and Mutawalli (administrator), who are
followers of Islam. Shri Shah pointed out that the word Waqf itself comes from Islam, so
only those who follow Islam can manage Waqf. He further clarified that while Waqf is a
religious matter, the Waqf Board or Waqf properties themselves are not religious
institutions. According to the law, a Charity Commissioner can be from any religion, as
they are not managing a trust; their responsibility is to ensure that the Board operates in
compliance with charity laws. Shri Shah emphasized that this is an administrative matter,
not a religious one.

Shri Amit Shah said that the primary role of the Waqf Board should be to identify and
remove those who are exploiting Waqf properties. It should focus on individuals who have
leased out properties in the name of Waqf at extremely low rates for hundreds of years. He
mentioned that the income from Waqf is decreasing, whereas this money should be used
for the development of the minority community and to strengthen the institutions of Islam.
The main task of the Waqf Board and its premises should be to stop the theft of these
funds. He further stated that the opposition wants to maintain the ongoing collusion during
their rule, but now, that will no longer be the case.

Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation said that if the Waqf law had not been
amended in 2013, this bill would not have been necessary. However, before the 2014
elections, in 2013, the Waqf law was drastically altered overnight for the sake of
appeasement, which led to the allocation of 123 high-profile properties in the Lutyens'
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Zone of Delhi to Waqf. The Delhi Waqf Board transferred the land of Northern Railways to
Waqf. In Himachal Pradesh, land was illegally converted into Waqf property and used to
build unauthorized mosques. In Tamil Nadu, 400 acres of land belonging to the 1500-year-
old Tiruchendur temple were declared Waqf property. Shri Shah mentioned that according
to a report from a committee in Karnataka, 29,000 acres of Waqf land were leased for
commercial use. Between 2001 and 2012, Waqf properties worth ₹2 lakh crore were leased
to private institutions for 100 years. He also stated that the High Court in Bengaluru had to
intervene to stop the acquisition of 602 acres of land. In Honwad village, Vijaypur,
Karnataka, 1500 acres of land was made controversial, and this land, worth ₹500 crore,
was leased to a five-star hotel for just ₹12,000 per month.

Shri Amit Shah said that all this money is meant for the welfare of poor Muslims, not for
the plundering of the wealthy. In Karnataka, a claim was made on the Dattapeeth temple. In
Taliparamba, an attempt was made to seize 600 acres of land based on a 75-year-old claim.
Even properties belonging to the Christian community were seized. He mentioned that
many churches in the country have opposed the Waqf Bill because they see it as a means to
win the sympathy of the Muslim community. However, in four years, even the Muslim
brothers will realize that this bill is actually in their benefit.

Union Home Minister said that in Telangana, a claim was made on 1700 acres of land
worth ₹66,000 crore. Similarly, in Assam, a claim was made on 134 acres of land in
Morigaon district. Fourteen Marla land related to a Gurudwara in Haryana was handed
over to Waqf, and the Chandrashekhar Azad Park in Prayagraj was also declared Waqf
property. In Maharashtra, a claim was made on the Mahadev temple in Vadange village,
and in Beed, the Waqf Board forcibly took 12 acres of land from Kankaleshwar.

Shri Amit Shah said that the government has no intention of interfering in the religious
activities of Muslim brothers or the trusts they have established, including Waqf. He
clarified that the Mutawalli, Waqif, and Waqf will remain under their control, but it is
essential to ensure that Waqf properties are being properly maintained and used lawfully,
rather than for personal gain. He questioned the justification of leasing centuries-old
donated property for a five-star hotel at a mere ₹12,000 per month. Instead, he emphasized
that this money should be utilized for the welfare of poor Muslims, divorced women,
orphaned children, and unemployed youth, helping them become self-sufficient and skilled.
He further pointed out that while Waqf owns land worth lakhs of crores of rupees, its
annual income is only ₹126 crore, raising concerns about mismanagement and misuse.

Union Home Minister stated that when the 2013 amendment bill was introduced, senior
leaders in the then government had advocated for stricter laws to prevent the misuse of
Waqf property and ensure that the culprits were held accountable. Shri Amit Shah
emphasized that the current bill aims to establish a transparent audit system for Waqf
properties. He pointed out that the opposition had proposed an amendment stating that
Waqf Board orders could not be challenged in court, whereas the truth is that the bill does
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allow legal challenges. He further clarified that this bill will not have retrospective effect,
but the opposition is misleading and creating fear among Muslims regarding its
implications.

Regarding the role of the District Collector in the Waqf Bill, Shri Amit Shah stated that
whenever land is purchased for a temple in the country, it is the Collector who determines
its ownership. He questioned why there is opposition to the Collector investigating Waqf
land, emphasizing that only the Collector has the authority to verify whether Waqf land
belongs to the government or not.

Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation said that the Modi government follows
a clear principle—no law will be made for vote-bank politics, as laws should serve the
purpose of justice and public welfare. He highlighted that in this very House, the Modi
government passed the law for 33% reservation for women and granted constitutional
rights to backward classes. He further emphasized that while everyone has the right to
practice their religion, religious conversion should not take place through greed,
temptation, or fear.

Shri Amit Shah said that the 2013 amendment bill was discussed for a total of 5.5 hours in
both Houses, whereas the current bill is being debated for 16 hours. He emphasized that the
government formed a joint committee, which held 38 meetings, engaged in 113 hours of
discussion, and consulted 284 stakeholders. Additionally, one crore online suggestions
were received from across the country, analyzed thoroughly before drafting this law.
Therefore, it cannot be dismissed lightly. He further asserted that every member has the
freedom to speak in the House. No single family holds control here. MPs are elected
representatives of the people, not present in the House by anyone’s favor, and they will
raise the voice of the public.

Union Home Minister stated that this law has been enacted by the Parliament of India,
making it binding on everyone, and thus, it must be accepted by all. He highlighted that
from 1913 to 2013, the total land under the Waqf Board was 18 lakh acres. However,
between 2013 and 2025, this land increased by 21 lakh acres, bringing the total to 39 lakh
acres, with 21 lakh acres being added after 2013. Shri Amit Shah further revealed that
while 20,000 properties were originally recorded as leased, official records in 2025 now
show zero leased properties, indicating that these properties were sold off. He also
mentioned that Catholic and Church organizations have extended their support to this law
and have termed the 2013 amendment unjust.

Shri Amit Shah said that this bill will safeguard land, ensuring that no land will become
Waqf merely by declaration—it will be protected by law. He emphasized that land
belonging to the Archaeological Department and the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI)
will be secured, and as per Schedules 5 and 6, tribal lands will also be protected.
Additionally, the private property of ordinary citizens will remain safe under this bill. Shri
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Shah clarified that only one's own property can be donated, meaning Waqf cannot acquire
private property without ownership. To ensure transparency, the bill includes a mandatory
information disclosure process in the Waqf Act.

The Home Minister stated that the authority to declare a property as Waqf has been
abolished, and now such declarations must be verified by the District Collector.
Additionally, any new Waqf property will have to be registered through a transparent
process. He further mentioned that Muslims now have the option to register their trusts
under the Waqf Trust Act, making a separate Waqf law unnecessary for this purpose.

Union Home Minister emphasized that it has become a trend to instill fear among the
minority community. He pointed out that similar attempts were made during the
discussions on the Ram Janmabhoomi temple, Triple Talaq, and the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA) to create panic among Muslims. However, he asserted that the
Muslim community is well aware that there is nothing to fear. He criticized the opposition,
reminding them that they had falsely claimed that Muslims would lose their citizenship due
to CAA, yet even after two years, not a single person has lost their citizenship. He
challenged the opposition to present evidence in the House if anyone had been stripped of
their citizenship due to CAA. Shri Amit Shah further stated that similar fear-mongering
was attempted after the abrogation of Article 370, but today, Jammu & Kashmir has an
elected government, terrorism has declined, development is progressing, and tourism is
flourishing.

Shri Amit Shah stated that the opposition party and its allies have sought to build their vote
bank by intimidating the Muslim community. The Home Minister emphasized that the
Modi government is firmly committed to ensuring that no citizen of this country, regardless
of their religion, will be harmed.
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